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CARBON RIGHTS BILL 2002 
TREE PLANTATION AGREEMENTS BILL 2002 

ACTS AMENDMENT (CARBON RIGHTS AND TREE PLANTATION AGREEMENTS) BILL 2002 
Cognate Debate 

On motion by Hon Kim Chance (Leader of the House), resolved - 
That leave be granted in accordance with Standing Order No 228 for the Carbon Rights Bill 2002, the 
Tree Plantation Agreements Bill 2002 and the Acts Amendment (Carbon Rights and Tree Plantation 
Agreements) Bill 2002 to be considered cognately in the second reading stage. 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 
Resumed from 24 October 2002.  
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [3.39 pm]:  I am pleased to advise that the Liberal Opposition will 
offer its support for all three Bills.  We are happy to support these three Bills because they contain a number of 
sensible aspects to which we as members of the Western Australian community can contribute in both the short 
and long term by doing our fair share within reason to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The Bill seeks to create 
an opportunity for landowners, both Crown and private, who have carbon sequestered their land to gain an 
economic advantage from the retained carbon.  There are many beneficial, economic and social implications for 
the owners or lessees of those lands.  There is also enormous potential for environmental benefits to accrue to 
owners, catchments and landscapes in areas that contain tree plantations once this legislation is passed.  The net 
effect of the Bill, together with the other two Bills, is that farmers and other landowners will be able to grow 
trees to sequester carbon in the form of carbon dioxide.  They will be able to grow wood or other products on 
their land and sell or lease that carbon right to another party, which can trade it or offset it against greenhouse 
gas emissions.  As I said, the potential is huge for increased tree planting in Western Australia as a result of this 
carbon credit trading scheme.  I believe that about one million hectares of commercial forestry plantation and 
156 million hectares of native forest and woodland exists in Western Australia.  A recent Australian Bureau of 
Agricultural and Resource Economics report estimated that of the 29 million hectares of cleared agricultural land 
recorded in the national plantation inventory regions, 19 million hectares is suitable for forest plantation.  I 
would not like to see plantations spring up everywhere, but farmers must do whatever is economically viable for 
them to survive on their land.  
Tree crops on agricultural land not only sequester carbon dioxide from the atmosphere but also soak up excess 
water from the water table, protect soils on adjoining land from wind erosion, provide habitat and linkages for 
wildlife and help to protect important wetlands and areas of remnant native echo systems.  It is not often that a 
single management action can produce so many environmental and practical benefits.  In the late 1980s the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management pioneered share farming, which was very successful.  The 
success of CALM’s blue gum share farming scheme has created conditions for private investment on a huge 
scale.  Western Australia now leads the nation in plantation establishment.  More than 120 000 hectares of tree 
crops have been established by CALM and the private sector in the past 12 years, although that figure is 
probably out of date.   
The rate of farmland afforestation is unprecedented in Australia.  The Japanese have invested a huge amount of 
money in blue gums in the Albany great southern region.  I had the pleasure of being asked to officially open 
their “green house” last year.  It is a huge investment.  
The challenge now is to extend similar benefits to the medium 400 to 600 millimetre a year and low 
400 millimetre a year rainfall zones of Western Australia’s wheatbelt region.  Maritime pine and mallee 
eucalyptus trees grow well in these zones and provide opportunities for new industry in rural areas as well as 
greenhouse and other environmental benefits.  
The Kansai Electric Power Company grows trees in my electorate in rural Western Australia.  Once this Bill is 
passed, it will sell the credits to Japan.  More than 1 000 farmers are involved in this project.  It will form the 
basis for a Western Australian and Australian emissions trading market.  
Given the lower productivity likely in lower rainfall parts of the south west, the potential income from carbon 
emissions trading may be the key to the viability of the new tree-cropping ventures.  CALM estimates that 
600 000 hectares of maritime pine planted in the medium rainfall zone over the next 30 years could sequester as 
much as 18 million tonnes of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  When I read out some more figures later, 
members will hear how much economic benefit farmers could gain.  
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm 
 


